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Family History Interview 
 

Interviewee’s Name: _____________________________________________________ Date:_________________ 

1. Where did you live when you were growing up? 

 

 

2. How did your family come to live there? 

 

 

3. Were there other family members in the area? 

 

 

 

4. Who were they, and what were their names? 

 

 

 

5. What was your family's religion? 

 

6. What church, temple, synagogue, mosque, etc., if any, did you atend? 
 

 

7. What kinds of family tradi�ons did you have? 
a. Holidays 

 

 

b. Birthdays 

 

 

c. Family dinners/tradi�onal foods & recipes 

 

 

 



Family History Interview 
 

8. What older rela�ves do you remember, and what do you remember about them? 
a. Nicknames? 

 

 

b. Where they lived? 

 

 

c. Any tradi�ons associated with them? 
 

 

9. What family stories have you heard about your parents? 

 

 

 

10. What family stories have you heard about your grandparents?  

 

 

 

11. What family stories have you heard about more distant rela�ves? 

 

 

 

12. What stories have you heard about your family members' origins and their immigra�on to America? 

 

 

 

13. What is the history of your family surname? In par�cular, what do you know about changes in spelling 
and underlying reasons? 

 

 

 



Family History Interview 
 

14. Is there a naming tradi�on in your family? (Example: giving the firstborn son the name of his father or 
grandfather) 

 

 

15. Has your family passed down any special heirlooms, Bibles, photos or other memorabilia, including 
scrapbooks or newspaper clippings? 

 

 

16. What values do your family find most important? For example, does your family tend to strongly value 
educa�on, faith, work ethic, patrio�sm, etc.? 

 

 

 

17. INTERVIEWER - Please record any other observa�ons or notes about the interviewee below: 
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Questionnaire for a genealogy to be published by _________________________________ 
 
Your full [maiden] name 
Example: Mary Jane (Doe) Smith 

 
 

Your father’s full name  
Example: John Doe 

 

Your mother’s full [maiden] name 
Example: Jane (Roe) Doe 

 

Your place and date of birth 
Example: Cleveland, Ohio, 23 May 1951 

 

Education                                          High School 
College (degree and year of graduation) 

University (graduate degree and year of graduation) 

 

Military Service 
Service rank and branch of service 

 

Other autobiographical information: employment, honors, etc.  
(please continue on another sheet of paper if necessary) 
 
 
 
Place and date of marriage 
Example: St. John’s Baptist Church, Cleveland, Ohio, 
20 September 1980 

 

Your spouse’s full [maiden] name 
 

 

Spouse’s place and date of birth 
 

 

Spouse’s place and date of death 
 

 

Spouse’s father’s full name 
 

 

Spouse’s mother’s full [maiden] name 
 

 

Education                                          High School 
College (degree and year of graduation) 

University (graduate degree and year of graduation 

 

 

Please include information on divorces, and any previous or subsequent marriages. 
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Children (in birth order) 
 

Full name  
Place and date of birth  
Place and date of death  
Education                                          High School 

College (degree and year of graduation) 
University (graduate degree and year of graduation) 

 

Place and date of marriage 
 

 

Full [maiden] name of spouse 
 

 

Spouse’s place and date of birth  
Spouse’s place and date of death  
Spouse’s father’s full name  
Spouse’s mother’s full [maiden] name  
Education                                          High School 

College (degree and year of graduation) 
University (graduate degree and year of graduation) 

 

 
Full name  
Place and date of birth  
Place and date of death  
Education                                          High School 

College (degree and year of graduation) 
University (graduate degree and year of graduation) 

 

Place and date of marriage 
 

 

Full [maiden] name of spouse 
 

 

Spouse’s place and date of birth  
Spouse’s place and date of death  
Spouse’s father’s full name  
Spouse’s mother’s full [maiden] name  
Education                                          High School 

College (degree and year of graduation) 
University (graduate degree and year of graduation) 

 

 

Make more copies of this page as necessary.



© New England Historic Genealogical Society, 2014      3 
 

 

Grandchildren (in birth order) 
 

Full name  
Place and date of birth  
Place and date of death  
Education                                          High School 

College (degree and year of graduation) 
University (graduate degree and year of graduation) 

 

Place and date of marriage 
 

 

Full [maiden] name of spouse 
 

 

Spouse’s place and date of birth  
Spouse’s place and date of death  
Spouse’s father’s full name  
Spouse’s mother’s full [maiden] name  
Education                                          High School 

College (degree and year of graduation) 
University (graduate degree and year of graduation) 

 

 
Full name  
Place and date of birth  
Place and date of death  
Education                                          High School 

College (degree and year of graduation) 
University (graduate degree and year of graduation) 

 

Place and date of marriage 
 

 

Full [maiden] name of spouse 
 

 

Spouse’s place and date of birth  
Spouse’s place and date of death  
Spouse’s father’s full name  
Spouse’s mother’s full [maiden] name  
Education                                          High School 

College (degree and year of graduation) 
University (graduate degree and year of graduation) 

 

 
Make more copies of this page as necessary.
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Parents 
 

Your father’s full name 
 

 
 

Place and date of birth  
Place and date of death  
Education                                          High School 

College (degree and year of graduation) 
University (graduate degree and year of graduation) 

 

Military Service 
Service rank and branch of service 

 

Place and date of marriage 
Example: St. John’s Baptist Church, Cleveland, Ohio, 
20 September 1980 

 

Your mother’s full name 
Example: Jane (Roe) Doe 

 
 

Place and date of birth  
Place and date of death  
Education                                          High School 

College (degree and year of graduation) 
University (graduate degree and year of graduation) 

 

Other autobiographical information: employment, honors, etc.  
(please continue on another sheet of paper if necessary) 
 
 
 
 
Family anecdotes/stories:  
(please continue on another sheet of paper if necessary) 

  

Create additional pages, as necessary, for paternal grandparents;  
maternal grandparents; siblings; etc.  
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